
product focus: precast retaining walls perform at 
the Kennedy Center 

T
he hand-IUd stone 
relaining .... ·alL 
, .. rroun<hnillhe 

John F. Kennedy Cen,er for 
,he Perfoominl Ails in 
V','a$runJlOfl, D.C .• n«<kd 
10 be .<panded. Ho"' .... ~r. 
".,nS Ibe same hand· laId 
teohnique pro,'cd 100 
expen.i'-c. A casl-in'place 
cone", •• wjlh a f()m\Ii"", 
finl$h ",,,,,Id take to 100, 10 
C,"oopicIC. a..J1he 1m! Lacl;od 
!hi: pRlfIt< spocr 10 rompIetc 

"'''''''' InSlead, Smilh·Modlaod 
Corp .. Midland. VI .. 
Jel'ilned and prod"""J 
an IS.30eJ..q.-fl. l""<a,1 
CO""'.,. "'l.in,n, wall. 
"'Iucl! ...... """opIctcd 1ft 2CXl:I. 
11 Kprodu«d.he Loot <:>f 
the u",;ng >II.II! "".bOO' 
n«<iiOI to cuI '''''Y In 

adjacent acceSs road 

Smith-Midland cu;lom· 
manufacrum:l WI and ~ 
~ .,.,..,....., paotk 10 

nl>l<h IlIc prc~~i~u", ~ 
wIn. The panels aJ", 
ml,<bed an Ashla. '10"" 
d.,jan f"und nn many 
strue'"'''' in iii< D.C. are~ 
by U$lnll rubber formilncrl. 
Tb< diff~m«>loml m,_ 
th.1 ... '" placed on ,h. 
ronn, II"orpor.ucd black 
gruit. chips. col"rtd 
pipntlll>. and '1'='1 <'<WSC 

and fine~. A heavy 
~l.>s.ttd fin""- Olpooal 
the awegBl. 

Tho: ~p:t i~led 
(wll designs. Shoner ",.11. 
"'.re designed wilh an 
i"ttgral f<lOln. allO-<'lnl 
lo..fOOl !«1m' to be SCI 011 
a ~"el base and bacLfilltd 
immnlialtly. S«100n> ......... 
than 12 fed toll cooldn"t be 

ca~1 a~ one picC<'o W Ihe 

team dt$igned. ~antJJc,..". 

'lSltm ~"".i"'n, of. 
pm:tiI fOOlet' and • ~ 
'"emul ",-all. ""'" fOOIm 

ronIained '"'' ,"<lith.. ,,'1'1< ... 
lhe con-e,pondin. 1~ of 
the '"eJtical wall wm: """,ed 
,nlo pl.ce. The pree." 
fOOler wt1$ des'gned to be 
the •• me for .... 11 ""nel 
KClioo.' from 12 10 21 f<'Ct 
.ali- .he ,a]k>I]W'I of 11'1< 
""all "Itt ... il met" ,Itt 
e>.i$(jn,"""", "all 

All ,,-all compontn" 
It>rofpont,ed • .eoondary 
attbitmUr.l1 backup. "b;"b 
,..n, fini.bed Wilh "" 
•• ~d ag,g""£3l. ('nish, 
cornpkrn"'''ing the Kennedy 
Cen,er', .uerior I,"nne 
curbing. The facing 11'<1 

included an ""cpiI pn'CtiI 

""""'!"e'. cap 10 """eh ,Itt 
pIPe ... fourd on the _', 
•• '<1ing"""'" .... 11,. 

__ ..,1_1IIt1 '1 


